THE CRUCIAL ItOUR.

which hid them from the view of the enemy than they re-
formed in good style and laid down under the brow of the
hill to await an attack in return. But the enemy did not
dare to attack, but contented himself with the repulse he
had succeeded in at quite heavy cost to both parties. The
two brigades remained quiet for some time. At 11.30
o'clock General Giles Smith with his brigade, among
which is the Fifty-seventh Ohio Infantry, went to the
assistance of General Corse, and after a short delay, the
whole proceeded to make a second attack.

"This attack did not differ from the first in movement or
result, but it was more desperate and was persisted in
much longer, the final retirement of our men not taking
place until half past twelve, an hour having thus been
consumed in the assault. There have been few more des-
perate encounters in the war than.was this engagement of
an hour, and it speaks volumes in praise of the men en-
gaged that at its end, though much broken, they rallied at
the slope of the hill and held the position gained."

Then Sherman brought up all available troops and pre-
pared for a third and decisive attack ; and the enemy did
likewise to meet him. This attack was not in itself suc-
cessful. But it turned the fortunes of the day. It gave
Grant the opportunity for which he had been watch-
ing through all those -anxious hours. Standing on
Orchard" Knob, he saw the Rebels massing against Sher-
man, and then, precisely at three o'clock, he" signalled to
his two storming columns to make the grand assault upon
the works at the base of Missionary Ridge. Says the
Tribune correspondent from the field :

"Hardly had the roar of the signal guns ceased, when
tlie cracking of musketry commenced and vibrated up and
down the line, which extended in an unbroken chain quitethe hill"
